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A Bountiful Thanksgiving 
Last month the pantry distributed a 
record 137 Thanksgiving Baskets.  We 
are grateful to all those who donated 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets, turkeys, 
and chickens: 
 
      Families Helping Families  
          Program - St. Pius X Church   
      Unity Center of Light  
      Collington Retirement Community  
      Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
      Berwyn Rod and Gun Club  
      Bowie State University  
      Brownie Troop 6486 
      Individual Donors 
 
Transportation is difficult for many of 
our clients.  13 meals were donated and 
delivered to area clients through the 
Families Helping Families Program; an 
additional 21 baskets were delivered by 
Boy Scout Troop 1009.  Thank you for 
reaching out to those in need! 
 

November Statistics 
198 Clients  
250 Client visits  
270 Children under the age of 18  
47 Senior Households  
846 Bags of Groceries  
$23,325 value of food distributed 
 
Note:  51% of the food went to 
residents of the City of Bowie; 69% to 
Bowie area residents 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
December 13, 2011 – Pantry Evening                
      Hours  6:00pm-7:00pm 
 
December 19, 2011  9:00am – 11:00am 
December 20, 2011  6:00pm – 7:00 pm 
December 21, 2011  9:00am – 11:00am 
3 Days - Holiday Food Basket/Toy 
Distribution  (by appointment only)  

• All clients have signed up for a 
specific date and time  

• No walk-ins 
• No new client registrations 
• No financial requests processed 
• Donations will be accepted 

 
December 23, 2011 – Pantry Closed 
 
December 26, 2011 – Pantry Closed 
 
January 2, 2011 – Pantry Closed 
 

Greatest Needs 
Spiral hams for Christmas baskets 
Roasting chickens for Christmas baskets 
Canned beef stew – ALWAYS NEED 
Canned fruit/applesauce 
Canned chick peas 
Tea Bags 
Coffee – regular and decaf 
Fresh fruit – bagged or loose 
Fresh vegetables – bagged or loose 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Toy Collection 
Preparations continue for our holiday “toy 
room.” Donations of new or nearly new 
toys are being accepted. We also need 
wrapping paper, tags, bows, gift bags, etc. 
Items should be brought to the pantry no 
later than December 16. Our children range 
in age from infant to 18; especially needed 
are items for teenagers. Toys will be 
distributed December 19 – December 21.    
It is not too late to adopt a family! 

 
Christmas Food Baskets 

During the week of December 19, the 
pantry will distribute food baskets. Items 
should be brought to the pantry by 
December 16th.  Baskets CAN BE brought 
to the pantry December 19-21, but please e-
mail/call ahead so we know how many to 
expect.  We have enough turkeys, but we 
still need hams and chickens. 

 
Expired Food Items 

Each week pantry volunteers sort and 
shelve all non-perishable items donated to 
the pantry.  When sorting items, volunteers 
first check dates.  We do not shelve or bag 
items with expired or unknown dates.  
While the food may be ok to eat, we do not 
want to take a chance with our clients.  It 
would be helpful if groups/individuals 
could check dates before bringing items to 
the pantry.  In the last few weeks we have 
been inundated with expired items – some 
as far back as 1987!  We do not have the 
facilities to throw out large amounts of 
food.  You would be surprised how heavy 
our trash bags are some days – one or two 
cans of food do not weigh much, but 100s 
of cans do!   While it is tempting to clean 
out your pantry and donate the food, it 
makes our job much harder.   Anything you 
can do to make our job easier (and less 
back-breaking!) would be appreciated. 
 
 

PNC Bank’s Month of Giving 
If you open a checking account at the 
PNC Bowie Stonybrook Branch 
between December 1st and December 
31st, PNC will donate $25 to the Pantry.   
Flyers are available at the pantry.  
Please note:  You must bring a flyer to 
the bank in order to take advantage of 
this special offer. 
 

School Food Drives 
The pantry thanks the following 
schools for their very successful food 
drives during the month of November: 
 
Benjamin Tasker MS – Project SERVE 
Bowie High School - NHS 
Bowie High School – Summit Program 
Dwight D. Eisenhower MS - NJHS 
Grace Christian School 
High Bridge Elementary School 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Day School 
Magnolia Elementary School 
Rockledge Elementary School 
St. Matthews Kindergarten 
Whitehall Elementary School 

 
Church Food Drives 

Special thanks to Hear the Word Bible 
Church and The Church of Christ for 
their special food drives in November. 
We appreciate the food items as well as 
the personal care items and household 
products brought to the pantry. 
 

Scouting Food Drive 
Words cannot express how grateful we 
are to all those who donated to the 
pantry through the Scouting for Food 
Drive held November 12.  Our shelves 
are looking great!  A very special thank 
you to all the scout troops and their 
leaders for a job well done.   
 
 
 
 

Pantry News 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested items for Holiday Basket 
 
Cranberry Sauce      Mushroom Soup 
Gravy       Stuffing 
Easy Pumpkin pie mix OR    Fried onion pieces 
Fruit pie filling     Canned Vegetables 
Pie Crust – not refrigerated    Corn Muffin mix 
Mashed Potatoes – boxed    Jello 
Canned Sweet Potatoes     Snack Items 
Hot chocolate/marshmallows   Pancake mix and syrup 
 
Perishable items: eggs, butter/margarine, fresh fruit, fresh vegetables 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Mission 
We are a community-based social services program providing emergency food and financial 
assistance* to those in Bowie and Prince George’s County, who are experiencing need – without 
regard to race, creed or gender.  If we are unable to meet the needs, we will make referrals to others 
who may be able to provide the needed assistance. 
 
To serve with respect, dignity and without discrimination those in need in our community by 
providing food, financial assistance and other resource referrals. 
 
*Financial assistance is available to residents of the City of Bowie 
 

Pantry Hours 
Monday, Wednesdays, Fridays   9:00-11:00am 
2nd Tuesday evening of each month 6:00-7:00pm 

Contact Information 
301-262-6765 
www.bowiefoodpantry.org 
bowiefoodpantry@gmail.com 



Additional Ways to Support the Pantry 

  
Every Second Counts Consignment Boutique 

Hilltop Plaza - in the rear parking lot  
Owner: Dina Bennett 
Phone Number: 301-262-7713 
Website: http://laverneandmark.com/ESCCB/ 
 
Hours: 
Tuesday through Friday 
11:00 AM to 6:00 PM  
 
Saturday  
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
You can consign items -- on behalf of the food pantry -- at the Every Second Counts 
consignment boutique, by calling owner Dina Bennett in advance and making an 
appointment to come in and have her look over their stuff.  Food pantry gets 50 
percent of the selling price; the store gets 50 percent.  
 

ebay’s “Giving Works” 
The pantry is a designated charity/non-profit on ebay's "Giving Works" site for any 
ebay seller who wants to designate a portion of sales to the pantry.  
  
You don't even have to buy things on ebay to donate to the pantry on ebay. If you have 
a PayPal account (ebay owns PayPal), you can make an online donation to the pantry 
on ebay through the Ebay Giving Works part of the ebay website. The administering 
organization MissionFish takes 3.75 percent of each donation for administration costs. 
  
Here is an ebay link that takes a person through the donation process: 
http://www.ebaygivingworks.com/donatenow.html 
 

Donation Drop Off Sites  
 

• Bowie Interfaith Pantry 
• Bowie Gymnasium 
• Bowie Library 
• Bowie Senior Center  
• CCPC Narthex 
• Every Second Counts Boutique in Hilltop Shopping Center 
• Kenhill Center 
• Long and Foster (Now in Crofton) 
• PNC Bank (Route 450 and Stonybrook Drive) 

 


